Gender difference in daily time and space use among Bangladeshi villagers under arsenic hazard: application of the compact spot-check method.
The compact spot-check method was applied to elucidate the daily time and space use patterns of 121 adults from a Bangladeshi village in which the authors had previously found more skin manifestations due to arsenic poisoning in males than females. The analysis of 2178 spot-check data, which were obtained over a net period of 2 days, highlighted that farming and cash-earning activities were almost exclusively conducted by males. This is probably due to the Muslim Bangladeshi norm for females to be 'sedentary' in or around their own dwellings. Discussion focuses on the advantages of the compact spot-check method and the possibility that males' larger energy expenditure and longer exposure to sunlight are responsible for their severer skin manifestations.